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November 24, 2020 

Chief Judge Baucum: 

 

 Nevada Attorneys for Criminal Justice (“NACJ”) writes this letter 

to protest the extraordinarily dangerous conditions to which Las Vegas 

Justice Court currently exposes defense attorneys and their clients, and to 

urge you to immediately enact additional health and safety protocols to 

combat the spread of the coronavirus. The lack proper protocols, and 

enforcement thereof, to guard against COVID-19 unnecessarily exposes 

attorneys, their clients, and members of the public to the risk of 

debilitating sickness, hospitalization, or even death. The failure of Justice 

Court to adopt adequate procedures in response to the record spread of the 

coronavirus in our community is absolutely unacceptable. 

 

 The spread of the coronavirus is once again reaching crisis levels in 

Nevada. In the past week, the State has set records for the daily number 

of new coronavirus cases. Ten percent of all COVID-19 cases recorded in 

Nevada since the beginning of the pandemic were reported in the last 

seven days.1 Hospital and ICU admissions are trending sharply upward 

toward catastrophic levels.2 Governor Steve Sisolak has stated that “[i]f 

hospital beds continue filling at [the current] rate . . . all Nevadans will 

have limited access to the [medical] care they may need.”3 For this reason, 

Governor Sisolak has urged Nevadans to stay at home and not go out in 

public unless absolutely necessary.4  

 

 Currently, Justice Court requires in-custody and out-of-custody 

defendants to appear in person at the Regional Justice Center. This means 

attorneys must also appear in person. This is strikingly different from the 

approach taken by the Eighth Judicial District Court, where the majority 

 
1 https://thenevadaindependent.com/coronavirus-data-nevada  

 
2 https://www.kolotv.com/2020/11/22/gov-sisolak-holds-sunday-press-
conference-for-covid-response-update/  

 
3 https://thenevadaindependent.com/article/sisolak-limits-gathering-sizes-
reduces-occupancy-at-certain-places-as-covid-19-cases-climb  

 
4 https://thenevadaindependent.com/article/sisolak-urges-nevadans-to-limit-

nonessential-activities-under-stay-at-home-2-0-or-face-further-restrictions-in-
two-weeks  

 

https://thenevadaindependent.com/coronavirus-data-nevada
https://www.kolotv.com/2020/11/22/gov-sisolak-holds-sunday-press-conference-for-covid-response-update/
https://www.kolotv.com/2020/11/22/gov-sisolak-holds-sunday-press-conference-for-covid-response-update/
https://thenevadaindependent.com/article/sisolak-limits-gathering-sizes-reduces-occupancy-at-certain-places-as-covid-19-cases-climb
https://thenevadaindependent.com/article/sisolak-limits-gathering-sizes-reduces-occupancy-at-certain-places-as-covid-19-cases-climb
https://thenevadaindependent.com/article/sisolak-urges-nevadans-to-limit-nonessential-activities-under-stay-at-home-2-0-or-face-further-restrictions-in-two-weeks
https://thenevadaindependent.com/article/sisolak-urges-nevadans-to-limit-nonessential-activities-under-stay-at-home-2-0-or-face-further-restrictions-in-two-weeks
https://thenevadaindependent.com/article/sisolak-urges-nevadans-to-limit-nonessential-activities-under-stay-at-home-2-0-or-face-further-restrictions-in-two-weeks
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of matters are conducted via video or telephonic appearances, significantly limiting the number of 

times attorneys and defendants must expose themselves to unnecessarily dangerous, crowded 

conditions. In fact, due to the recent skyrocketing community spread of the coronavirus, District 

Court has suspended jury trials, in person filings, and in person meetings.5 Chief Judge Linda Bell 

has also requested that all attorneys and out-of-custody clients avoid entering the RJC if possible 

and instead appear by alternative means.6  

 

The current protocol also puts our in-custody and out-of-custody clients at great risk. Even 

the Clark County Detention Center (CCDC) has taken steps to try to slow and stop the spread of 

the coronavirus among defendants being held there.7 However, these bare-minimum protections 

are rendered irrelevant when defendants are transported for Justice Court proceedings at the 

Regional Justice Center. Defendants are chained together and spend hours in small holding cells 

before they are transported to the RJC. Once at the RJC, they are then packed closely together into 

an elevator for transport from the basement to their respective courtrooms. When they reach Justice 

Court, they are made to sit inches from one another for hours. Then, after their matter is finished, 

they must then repeat this process in reverse order to be transported back to the jail. At every step 

the six-foot physical distancing required by Governor Sisolak’s “Nevada Guidance for Safe 

Gatherings” is not, and indeed cannot, be enforced.8 

 

Conditions are little better for our out-of-custody clients. By requiring these defendants to 

attend court in person for mere status checks and issuing bench warrants if they are not present, 

the court is essentially forcing them to ignore Governor Sisolak’s request to stay at home and 

instead congregate with thousands of other members of the community in cramped indoor spaces. 

That some Justice Courts limit the number of out-of-custody defendants in the courtroom is 

ineffectual and yields no relief; instead of waiting in packed courtrooms for their case to be called, 

they must instead wait in packed, even-smaller hallways outside the courtroom for their case to be 

called. Defendants who understandably prioritize health over in-person appearance are penalized 

with a bench warrant and exposed to even more perilous conditions at CCDC. 

 

 
5 https://www.fox5vegas.com/news/clark-county-court-pauses-jury-trials-due-to-covid-19-

surge/article_6a361af8-285f-11eb-a9d8-c7f2c69a83c6.html  
 
6 https://www.reviewjournal.com/crime/courts/pandemic-again-causes-clark-county-to-halt-jury-trials-

2182257/  
 
7 https://www.reviewjournal.com/local/51-clark-county-jail-inmates-test-positive-for-coronavirus-in-june-

2065379/es  

 
8https://gov.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/govnewnvgov/Content/News/Emergency_Orders/2020_attachments/03

3_Nevada-Guidance-for-Safe-Gatherings-Celebrations-Ceremonies-and-Events.pdf  

https://www.fox5vegas.com/news/clark-county-court-pauses-jury-trials-due-to-covid-19-surge/article_6a361af8-285f-11eb-a9d8-c7f2c69a83c6.html
https://www.fox5vegas.com/news/clark-county-court-pauses-jury-trials-due-to-covid-19-surge/article_6a361af8-285f-11eb-a9d8-c7f2c69a83c6.html
https://www.reviewjournal.com/crime/courts/pandemic-again-causes-clark-county-to-halt-jury-trials-2182257/
https://www.reviewjournal.com/crime/courts/pandemic-again-causes-clark-county-to-halt-jury-trials-2182257/
https://www.reviewjournal.com/local/51-clark-county-jail-inmates-test-positive-for-coronavirus-in-june-2065379/es
https://www.reviewjournal.com/local/51-clark-county-jail-inmates-test-positive-for-coronavirus-in-june-2065379/es
https://gov.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/govnewnvgov/Content/News/Emergency_Orders/2020_attachments/033_Nevada-Guidance-for-Safe-Gatherings-Celebrations-Ceremonies-and-Events.pdf
https://gov.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/govnewnvgov/Content/News/Emergency_Orders/2020_attachments/033_Nevada-Guidance-for-Safe-Gatherings-Celebrations-Ceremonies-and-Events.pdf
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That this occurs invalidates health and safety protocols in place at CCDC and in District 

Court. Moreover, these conditions violate Governor Sisolak’s directives—directives intended to 

mitigate the spread of coronavirus in our community. Under the current procedures, every Justice 

Court calendar is a potential coronavirus super-spreader event. Furthermore, every attorney and 

out-of-custody defendant will then return to their homes, endangering loved ones, including 

medically fragile family members and other high-risk community members. This negligence 

ensures further spread of the coronavirus throughout the community. 

 

We therefore make the following demands in the interest of attorney health and safety, and 

the health and safety of those we represent: 

 

1. Justice Court should immediately stop requiring in-custody 

defendants to appear in person unless a contrary request is 

made by the defendant’s counsel for motion hearings and/or 

preliminary hearings. This moratorium on inmate 

transportation should remain in place unless or until Justice 

Court can demonstrate its compliance with executive orders 

and health district recommendations. 

 

2. Justice Court should suspend all jury trials and, in 

conjunction therewith, release all incarcerated persons 

pending misdemeanor jury trials unless the person is 

contemporaneously in custody on a felony matter. This 

moratorium on jury trials and corresponding release policy 

should remain in place unless or until Justice Court can 

demonstrate its compliance with executive orders and health 

district recommendations. 

 

3. Justice Court should administratively continue all out-of-

custody matters unless or until it is wholly compliant with 

executive orders and health district recommendations. 

 

4. Justice Court should permit attorneys to appear virtually or 

telephonically on all matters. In so doing, Justice Court must 

also facilitate safe, confidential communication between 

defendants and their attorneys both prior to and during court 

proceedings for all clients, whether they are in custody or out 

of custody. These protocols should remain in place unless or 

until Justice Court can demonstrate its compliance with 

executive orders and health district recommendations. 
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5.  Justice Court should also implement measures for the 

comprehensive and consistent enforcement of each and all 

foregoing demands. Such enforcement has, as far as we can 

tell, been virtually nonexistent. 

 

 That Justice Court continues to operate as though Clark County is not in the midst of the 

worst public health crisis in a century is completely unacceptable and portends tragic consequences 

for all justice system participants and the community at large. Justice Court must make immediate 

changes to the way it operates to safeguard the lives of attorneys, defendants, court staff, correction 

officers, and members of the public.  

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Sarah K. Hawkins 
Sarah K. Hawkins 

President 

Nevada Attorneys for Criminal Justice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cc: Dr. Fermin Leguen, District Health Officer 

Chairwoman Marilyn Kirkpatrick, Board of County Commissioners 

 Vice Chairman Lawrence Weekly, Board of County Commissioners 

 Commissioner Michael Naft, Board of County Commissioners 

 Commissioner Larry Brown, Board of County Commissioners 

 Commissioner Tick Segerblom, Board of County Commissioners 

 Commissioner Justin Jones, Board of County Commissioners 

 Commissioner James Gibson, Board of County Commissioner 


